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One of the most topical issues in British media and political discourses both before and after the
2016 EU membership referendum was European migration to the UK, which caused concerns
about mass migration and potential loss of national sovereignty. Identities are relational concepts;
the British have a long history of self-identification themselves as not European. The UK’s decision
to leave the EU evidences growing concern over issues such as British self-determination and
national identity.

This talk discusses representations of European migrants in the British press between 2013 and
2018. The corpus-based analysis traces the linguistic devices employed by the press in reference
to European migrants in the pre-referendum (2013–2015) and post-referendum periods (2016–
2018), focusing on the different patterns employed by left- and right-wing newspapers. Furthermore,
the analysis aims to uncover differences in how Europeans are presented compared to the British.
The data represent two specialised news corpora, each containing 500 editorials, opinion pieces
and news reports from five British mainstream newspapers. In terms of methodology, the study
combines corpus-based analysis with discourse-analytical methods in order to investigate
ideological bias in the modern British press.

PD Dr Anna Islentyeva is a Research Associate and Lecturer at the Department of English at the
University of Innsbruck. Her research interests include semantics (conceptual metaphors), (critical)
discourse studies, sociolinguistics, corpora and corpus linguistic methods.
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